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I FOR QUEENI
After the death of Don Luis del

Monte no event of great import oc
curred for a long period In tho sierra
Certain captures were indeed madeand certain persons of small conse-quence were held to ransom duringthose weary months of monotony forin the course of his long and interest
ing1 career as a chief of sequestradoresbrigands who hold to ransom Don Q
had had with many sorts and
conditions of men Persons of diverstailings had passed through his handssportsmen politicians merchants-a doctor a couple of English M Psa high church parson of the same na-
tionality the German Count von
Squcelalotte an American newspaper
proprietor and many adventurers But
when his men patrolling the lowerpasses lassoed Garth Lalor they
acded to Don Qs list a gentleman ofa profession with which he had never
before come hi contact

Garth Lalor was nearer 20 than he
to own full of the irrepressible

tar of youth and of a racial blend
that made it difficult for him to takethings seriously

much delay Don Q sent forhim Lalor was distinctly stirred byth romance of the situation for thebrigand was a man an ominous
record and the captive looked with-a good deal at the fragile
figure muffled in a cloak that crouched
beside the great fire spreading blood
less hands to the blaze Was this per-
son the fiercehearted and terriblecharacter they spoke of in the plains
As usual a wide soft brim of felt hid
his features and he seemed unaware
of the entranceof the party until La
lor stepped suddenly him to
the fireside

Good morning senor It is precious
cold said

His two guaids sprang forward atthe word and thrust him back roughly
Don Q raised bis head and lookednt this unusual prisoner

Excuse nie taking off my hatsenor f spoke at last in
smooth defiSFvi tones but as

it is enid J regret that your visitto us should be made in such unpleasant weather Still we welcome you
for we have been in danger of suffering from duDhtiss lately and I foresee both pleasure and profit from your
society

Garth Lalor was a very adaptable
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good humoredly
At a sign from Don Q the guardsretired to the door of the cave
Pray be seated senor he went onI you are English Oneforgives English
Sorry said Lalor if Ive duneanything wrong Dcv Qs
I feel quite sure we shall enjoy eachoil ers society while you remain with

nie he remarked urbanely Let usnt once get over the disagreeables of
iVasineas and then when we under

id the position we can dismiss all
siKlirl considerations from our minds

for the prf ent But first I mustask you to to a few questions
Lalor nodded

Quite at your service senor Ihope Ill turnout satisfactory
The chief looked him over GarthLalor was a strongbuilt cleanlimbedjoung fellow rather over the middleheight with marked features andsleepy gray eyes
I trust so replied Don Q with

some emphasis Senor you puzzle
me To what profession do you belt ng You have the fingers of a man
of practical mind and the eyes of a
dreamer

Lalor smiled The old pleasant smilewas by no means lost on the chief
Well If I had to sign a census

I should write myself novelist oranyhow author
To his surprise Don Q showed symp

toms of pleased excitement
How interesting I have never be

f re in the course of my career hadthe good fortune to meet one of your
falling But of that later We mustprrforee deal first with the little mattrr of your ransom

Ransom ejaculated Garth Lalor
2vJ hr broke into a cheerless fit oflaughter Don Q looked at him insurprise

You are amused senor May I be
I rmltted to share in your amuse-
ment

By all as it is said
tlio lad YoU spoke of hoping for aronsom The idea me that isrll

The brigands livid eyelids flickeredominously
All my possessions are before you

The clothes I stand up in 5 in Eng
lish nmnpy and half a pocketful of

of the country of which the del
i of your followers permitted
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in relieve me replied i amr unable
for the life him to avoid imitating
the fhiofs elaborate manner of speech

Th brigand waved his emaciatedyplow hand airily
Your must cherishyou I can well understand it Then

there Is your government rich as a
dream and pitiful I have heard of a
public subscription popular au
thor thousands could bb raised Is it
not so

I dare say it is Lalors lips tookan ironical curve But you see un-
luckily I am not popular author only
an unknown one yet Ingham the
tonsul warned me before I started
They have had some experience of
ransoms before Anyhow Ingham
told me plainly they were tired of pay
ing them ana that I must take my
chance As for relations I havertcne in the world who would give sixprncc for me And now you know how
we stand

But Ihis 1stSrTbly sad exclaimed
Don Q softly I Hope you have mis-
judged your relations and friends
TInt Lalor shook his head It is alasnearly always so I rarely take a fan-
cy to one of our captives but when-
ever I do so it almost inevitably turns
out to be one who fails with his ran-
som I assure you senor this fact
forms one of the severest trials of my
lot

Don Qs face beaked and sunken
p that of tho bird was

ti lined courteously toward his pris-
oner

I will do all I can for you Senor
alor ho said aftor a short pause
I will name but a only

SLOOQ I trust this can be raised foryour sake
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Garth shook his head You wontget it Im not worth anything to
anybody except myself What are
you going to do with me

Alternatives are usually deplorable-
but we will wait for fifteen days untilyou have an answer from your con
sul said the chief

But the alternative
Don Q sighed Alas senor you are

so young to die
Lalor was conscious of feeling very

young and very human The strong
life in his veins chilled for the mo-
ment but when he spoke his voice was
as casual as before

What good will my death be to
youMy dear senor there was regret in
the soft sibilant tones that made the
lad shudder involuntarily it is bus-
iness I have a terrible reputation to
maintain You must be aware of the
enormous value of such a reputation
to one of my profession-

I see your point of view Lalor
said judicially then he laughed again

Don Q regarded him with increasing
interest This young man was cer-
tainly of a new type Lalor read the
question in his eyes

Do you know he said before I
heard the alternative you have so de-
licately alluded to I was congratulat-
ing myself on having fallen into your
hands

He smiled his quaint smile Its a
trifle hard after spending a couple ofyears rejection forms thatthe first really good thing to come In
my way should turn out so crookedly

You traveled to get local color in
quired Don Q

Well you looked oddly
shy Im not old If a fellow hasntage he has to get experience Dontyou think so

The chief felt his heart quite warmto this ingenuous Britisher
I know an author he began whofor years has seldom left his own

hearthstone yet his transcriptions ofhumanity are so original so vitallytrue that the world will be shaken with-a new knowledge of he pub
lishes them He haS had opportunities
of seeing the soul of man nakedLalor pushed back his chair Involuntarily His imagination had divined thetruth

It is yourself he cried while thethought flashed through
sights had not those lividlidded eyes
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You are righL I have occupied my
odd moments in compiling an autobiography It will not be a dull book andwill tend to set me right in the eyes ofthose who malign me in the plainsThey do give you a villainous char-acter down there admitted LalorWell for reasons which I have already mentioned to you I am some
times forced to adopt regrettable alternatives The chief stopped andlooked resentfully1 at the door whereot his men stood holding a letterThe daylight had now grown stronger and Don Q went to the terrace ouTiside the to read the communication An odd sound made Lalorlook up The chief stood in the centerof the cave shaken visibly by somefierce emotion

You have been lo Malaga heasked abruptly Who was the chiefguest at your hotel
Let me see Lalor considered Afellow from South America callinghimself Da Costa He seemed to haveany amount of money
That is the anginal who has per

mitted himself to Insult me Da CostaThe chief grinned venomously Youwill know him as Conite de Dieppeor as he loves to call himself royallyamongst us Spaniards General Don
What the Carlist general
Yes Here is a man who writes asking me to become a rebel who offersme a free pardon as the price of myhonor Corpse of a scullion He wouldoverthrow a dynasty He forgets thatbetween Queen Christina and her enemies lies the sword of Don Q
You take the side of the queen regent asked Lalor in some surpriseI remember the court of Spain as itwas I am proud of the court ofSpain as it Is There arc not manygood women in the world Senor Laloryou will learn that for yourself someday let us defend and admire thosewhom we know This Is a momentwhen all true subjects of Queen Christina should loosen their knives in theirbelts It Is a mother defending her fatherless child against the plots of pow

erful and subtle enemies Well I haveseventy men at her service
Were it not for mv misfortune asregards my lack of ransom you might

have seventyone exclaimed Lalor alittle carried away
Senor are you willing to risk your

life for the queen of Spain
Lalors only reply was his expressive
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The queen is already on her way toMalaga where she is to make a prog
ress through the streets on the 15thDcn Basillos presence means thatsome infamous plot against her is beingprepared You have heard of this
manHes pretty notorious

You may take my word for it senor
lie Is even worse than the world be
lieves him to

is at the man himself that 1
must strike paused and laida slim yellow forefinger on Lalorssleeve Are you willing senor to doa great service to the queen and there
by to cause me to remit your ransom

I am willing without the remitting
of the ransom senor

Corpse of a scullion exclaimed Don
Q I see our way into this manspresence

Our way
Yes we The chief bent

forward and whispered for some time
into Lalors ear breaking off at inter
vals to give way to terrible sibilantparoxysms of laughter-

As the young man listened his facelighted up Here was adventure unde
filedDon Basilios plot is still in the egg

we must crackthe shell a little
added Don Q aloud in his

usual soft tones I foresee that Fate
ordains you to hold a hand in a fine
game Should I be forced to kill you
later you will at least have lived to
some small purpose

V

The blaak evening had fallen and the
lights of La Blen Venlda at Malaga
were twinkling out upon the chilling

when a hooded carriage drove into
the courtyard of the hotel From it
Lalor descended and standing upon
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the marble step before the lofty main
door carefully assisted an elderly man
to get out of the vehicle This latter
was a very fragile and thin personage
attired in the severe costume of a
bishop of the English church Under
his great coat could be seen his asron
and puny gaitered legs but between
the white tab at hs throat and the
curlybrimmed hat a beak of nose and-
a pair of fierce lividlidded eyes peered
forth to arrest the attention of any on
looker

Come dear uncle said Lalor we
have arrived at the end of our long
journey-

At this moment the innkeeper ap
peared to meet them-

I am desolated senores but my
house is full he began

Te te te cried the bishop inrita-
blyv I am here and here I stay Do
you know who I am I am Rev Die
nysius Bellingham lord bishop of Brt
ainThe landlord hesitated English vis
itors paid well and were not from the
point of view of Don Basilio

still
I have but onp room excellency
So Put two beds into it Be quick

The landlord turned to Lalor
Senor he said in a low voice with-

a glance over his shoulder at the mas-
terful bishop can you not persuade
the noble lord to try another hotel
There are many in the city

Lalor looked gloomily Into the mans
eyesNo power on earth could persuade
him he replied with tragic convic
tionCome come lead the way lead the
way piped the bishop peremptorily-
in spite of his now halting Spanish

The guest rooms of La Bien Venida
are built round an Inner patio paved-
in marble roofed in glass and deco
rated with many lofty palms Into this
the bishop advanced with hismincing
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and before that gentleman re-
cover his speech he was trotting up
the stairs followed by his nephew and
the hotelkeeper

Don Basilio stood still uncertain how
to act Just then the bishops piping
tones floated down from above

Te te te I will remain I am ill
And if you refuse me entertainment I
shall be obliged to appeal to the au-
thorities Send at once for

Don Basilio went back tb his cigar-
ette

So it happened that the lord bishop-
of Britain or the man who masquer
aded under that name planted his camp
well within the Hues of the enemy in
other words obtained lodging at the
headquarters of Don Basilio

The latter worthy for a time did not
know what to do Should he insist on
the departure of the peppery English
cleric or would it be wiser to let sleep
ing dogs lie After half an hours cogi-
tation he decided that awkward as was
the presence of the two strangers in
the hotel ft might be still more awk-
ward to bring himself and his people
into prominent notice at the moment

So Don Basilio cursed the in
two languages rated the hotelkeeper
hnd finally dispatched a little note of
apology to the bishop of Britain which
caused the man who received it to
shake it from his fingers with con-
tempt

So you see senor after all no harm
has come of taking my own part he
said to Lalor I knew my man Had
I alloed him to roughrldc over me
he would at that moment have had
us turned out of the hotel

Now can you suggos a suitable
illness for a bishop I to
go to bed for two days

Go to bed
Yes it is an essential part of my

plan And indeed happily so Don
Basilio is no doubt meditating whether
he should leave the hotel If I cross
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POKEltr BET MEALSONi
Army Officers Play Unique Game

Alabama Planter Contributes-
a Little Story

Chicago Inter Ocean
The funniest game of poker I ever

sat In said the army officer was an
affair we got up on our way across the
continent from Frisco

You know troop train
diner no a hot scramble
for chow during twentyminute stops
at meal stations Well one evening we
were outlining our miseries over a par
ticularly bum supper when some one
suggested a little game

Everybody shook his head That
small village by the Golden Gate had
cleaned us out completely

Cant afford it a captain
Rats rut in the senior major

Lets make it a practical game Letsplay for our meals
The idea took and In a few minutes-

we were perched about a table doing
some of the looniest stunts you ever
slips of paper and when He bet he
wrote down what he was putting in
signed his Initials and threw the slip
in the pot

The limit was one meal This Is
about the way the talk went

A jack for a cantaloupe all around
Nobody opens Sweeten it a pickle-
I open for a mine pie-
I see that mince pie and boost it a

watermelon
T see the raise and elevate that

watermelon a glass of cream
And a meal
I call that a meal
Its youd food

And so on When the dust clearedaway I had coming to me a meal nine
pickles two apple pies a glass of milk-
a cheese and a bottle of beer It was
the most substantial return I ever got
from a card game-

I saw a curious bet it was
a good deal more serious remarked
the planter It happened down atEvergreen Ala

Six of us were travel
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anything and

laid eyes on Each man haa a lot of
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step followed by the reluctant hotel-
keeper The sharp sibilant tones were
sufficiently raised to attract the atten
tion of a tall and stout man who had
been a cigarette in one of the
adjoining rooms He came striding out

What is this noise about he asktd
angrily of the hotelkeeper Who is
this Did I not order you to keej the
place clear of your pestilential J

an instant the bishop had stepped
up in front of him

Pardon senor my coat is blacK but
it can bepulled off Also I can 1tia sword

The hotelkeeper stood aghast that any
one should thus address the great Gen-
eral Don Basilio That truculent per-
sonage seemed a good deal
himsel-

fI do not fight with gnats he an
swered rudely Get rid of him he
added

the bishops active figure wasagan before him
Yet I will not be brushed away he

cried with sibilant imperiousness-
more especially by an animal like

youLalor who was enjoying himself
hugely felt it was time

I think my dear uncle he said
laying his hand on the bishops shoul
der that presently you will deplore
having permitted your prominent virtue
of Christian patience to desert you

True true dear nephew said the
bishop sadly pressing his thin finger
upon his lips Your pardon good
senor he went on My excuse must
be that although I have strong hopes-
of ultimately succeeding 1 have not yet
entirely mortified the flesh My fiery
temper has ever been a thorn in my
side Then setrng that Don Basilio
was about to vent his rage in words
he added Forget all r have said I
earnestly trust I have not frightened
you The churchmans livid eyelids
flickered up at Don Basilkrs fluffy face
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ing men a livery stable owner a couple-
of other cotton growers and myself
The limit was the beautiful but lofty
north star Until the hand Im talking
about nothing unusual happened-

A 5 jack pot had been passed all
around twice The deal was on my
right I Ot a pair of kings and opened
for thirty The traveling man on my
left raised me fifty

The others dropped to the dealer
the livery stable man who tilted it a
hundred more I laid down my kings

Traveling Man Draws Card
The traveling man saw the hundred

and drew one card He had aces up He
pulled the ace of spades The dealer
took two and caught the fourth ten to
his threes

The opener bet a hundred The deal
er raised a hundred They whip
sawed back and forth that way for a
few seconds Then the traveling man
said

Is my check good for a thousand-
It is answered the dealer

The travelta man scribbled off a
check and tossed It on the table

And a thousand he said
The dealer hesitated
Is my livery stable good he asked
With the thirty horses demanded

the traveling man
Thirtyone answered the dealercounting the lame bay mare
Yes said the traveling man weak-

ly
The dealer wrote out a check for a

thousand Then he scratched on a piece
of paper I O TJ my livery stable C
B T and pushed it in the pot

And my livery stable he said
The traveling man turned pale and

had the sense to drop That was thebiggest bet I ever saw
Tallest Worker Pulls Watch-

It was on toward midnight when allof a sudden the worker pulled outhis watch
The devil he said its after 11

Dont deal me I have to
i Ill be back In ive minutes

We 11 take another and waitfor you said Herble
All right answered the tall

he disappeared
We our drink and sat waiting
Ive got an Idea cracked theearnest worker to Lets stackthe deck on him and give him a roaring
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good hand Then when we got his wholewad well spring is on him that hes aneasy mark
Albert and Herble thought that wassuch a they hardly waitto push it along hung offThis game I s ld has cost me toomuch to monkey with it Gocount me out
They arranged for the tall one toaces Albert to deal Herbiewas to give a fake cut

their lamb came back thejokers started and everything wentsmoothly The cut
short worker had made it a fivecalls ten proposition I dropped Thetall one ten Herbie giggledand tooted him fifty Albert went fiftymore The short one bettered that a hun

dredThe lamb looked dazzled and shovedout five hundred shekels Albert andHerbie could hardly restrain themselvesThey rolled out yellow boys in bunchesThe short one got permission to introduce a check So did the lamb I beganto get hoary and carelessly swept my wadoff table In my pocket
Herbiei Albert were nearly hysterics Between them they more thanfive thousand dollars In bills on the tableThey never had seen such a fine piece ofhumor before
Finally they all called the money beout and drew cards As wholeoutfit was stripped they

down anything andthe lamb raked In the
Then the suppressed mirth broke out

with laughter that was all a
said the short worker loudlywe stacked the cards

The lamb in a sickly way andkept on arranging the In a pileup there said Albert nervously That was only a joke you knowWe arranged the hands
next thing I knew a sixshooterflashed into the light and the lambstepped back covering us with a wickedblack muzzle

Hands up gentlemen he said No
film flam game that with me

But sputtered Herbie
Hands And up they all went

while the lamb packed every dollar in hispockets
he said if any one follows me

he takes his own risk
He stepped out in the hall locked thedoor on the and we never saw

him
I had no personal Interest In the affairas I had wad snug In my jeans Butif I hadnt had it there Id have

close to Mr When we looked forhim to take him to the police station asa witness he couldnt be found high or
low j
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his path too often may do so That
would be a misfortune and ruin our
hopes But if I give out that I am
very ill he will simply indulge in pious
prayers for my death and thank the
saints that my powers of interference
have been providentially spoiled I
once had an captive he con
tinued thoughtfully who developed
chickenpox Is that a disease adapted-
to the highest ranks of the princes of
the English church

Gout would be more dignified sug
gested Lalor

Then gout it shall be And tell them
that I have no faith in the medical pro
fession of this country and that if a
doctor presumes to enter my room I
will cut off his ears

That would hardly be in keeping
with your character remonstrated theyoung man but if you will allow me
I will say that we have telegraphed to
the great gout specialist in London Sir
Charles Jenkinson and that until he
comes you will trust to your own
knowledge rather than to local talent

Don Q looked UD from the buckled
shoe he was removing Excellent he
commented r foresee Senor Lalor
that you will one day become a very
great writer indeed

Lalor carried out his part of the pro
gramme and everything fell out as Don
Q had foreseen

The queen enters Malaga this afternoon observed Lalor sitting down on
the edge of the pallet he occupied in thebishops room The royal progress
through the streets takes place as ar
ranged early tomorrow

Ah then must act replied Don
Q raising hnlself from his pillow
This delay is very wearisome senor Ithas beth in my mind to go down to de

sayuno and pistol Don Basilio where he
satLalor grinned appreciatively

Im afraid you would have been dis
appointed for Don Basilio always re
mains in his own room for desayuno
though he sometimes joins us at comi
da in the evening

Don Q was out of bed in a twinkling
and wrapped in his dressing gown He
was already bandaging one foot with a
towel before he spoke

It is midday he said a waiter hasbrought my invalid soup Every person
in the hotel is at this moment enraged
in devouring food The time has come

nephew
What are you going to do askedLalor
First we will concern ourselves with

what you are to returned the chief
serenely When you leave me you will
descend and partake of desayuno and
do not forget my dear nephew to give
evidence of anxiety at the increasing
indisposition of your cherished uncleI can no longer you are
gifted with an imagination I can leave
the matter In your hands Afterwardyou will go toward the stables and
there you will find a ragged fellow as-
sisting with the horses I venture to
believe you will recognize a blackeyed
scoundrel you seen before in
sierra When you catch his eye be so
good as to place your forefinger of the
left hand thus upon your chin

I understand Lalor The affair
was becoming engrossing once more
He waited eagerly for Don Qs next
words

As for me my dear senor resumed
the chief you tell Don Basilio
has been good enough to Inquire aboutmy health It Is very well for I am

to pay him a visit to thank
himDon

Q perched himself actively on
Lalors shoulders and they passed out
into the empty passages of the hotel
on their way to the quarters of the
Carlist leader

Don Basilio sat alone at his meal and
was in the act of raising a glass of wine-
to his lips when Lalor bearing his
strange burden paused in the door
wayThat will do dear nephew piped
the bishop place me in a chair by my
good friend Don Basilio and go at once
to your breakfast

What does this unwar
rantable Insrusion shouted Don
EasUio

Don Q raised his pallid clawfin
gered hand in deprecation

Not at all not at all senor Lalor
heard him say as he closed the door
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upon the couple I have come to
thank you for the kind inquiries you
have been making after me and to
have a little talk with you

Lalor in obedience to one
ever disobeyed Don Q went down to
desayuno and sat through the meal
full of excited anxiety

As soon as he could leave the table
without remark Lalor made his way
to the stables where sure enough he
at once caught sight of the handsome
laughing face of Robledo Don Qs
most trusted follower who was loung
ing at a door with a bucket in his
hand

Lalor gave the signal and receiving-
an angelic smile of intelligence in

strolled back to the bedroom of
the bishop What he wondered could
have happened during his absence

Don Q lay panting in the bed his
ivory face even paler than its wont

Hullo senor what is the matter
You are ill The real concern on theyoung Englishman face may have
touched the brigand He smiled
faintly

No I am not ill dear nephew
Pleasurable emotions arising from the
Interview I have been enjoying and the
unusual effort of walking have in-
tensified the action of my
more-

I hope that brute Basilio began
Lalor

No no On the contrary I am
deeply gratified at the upshot of our
little meeting

Can you get at him then
At any moment the chief assured

him with peculiar urbanity
But how and where The royal

party have arrived the streets are dec-
orated and

My dear nephew if you will trouble
yourself to go down upon your knees
and look under my bed I think you
will find our excellent friend there

Don Basilio exclaimedj Lalor
He noticed that the coverlet of the

bed now swept the floor Stooping he
raised it to be confronted by the sav-
age glare of Don Basilios eyes as he
lay on his back gagged and bound

Lalor raised himself and looked
down at Don Q with a new admira
tionHow in the world did you manage-
it
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In the most simple manner my son
I gave him the choice of quietly with me and submitting to mvi

nits
over his breakfast table

And he came with you
Most certainly He did not even hesitate I had no time to spare and toldhim so
But what In the world are you

to do with him We canthim away in our waistcoat pockets
exclaimed Lalor entering very muchinto the spirit of the adventure

Let him remain where he Is saidDon Q Tonight when aU Is quietwe will have a trial
The disappearance of Don Basillmade an immense sensation in the hotel and every corner of It was searchedexcepting only the chamber of thepoor bishop who was suffering soacutely from gout
When a waiter brought the news toihat goodhearted personage he ordered his bedroom door to be thrownwide open and with feeble words andgestures urged the searchers to fresheffort
After dark the search was abandoned by the Carllsts for the timeThe hotel assumed its usual quietude

as the night deepened
The chamber of the bishop was luckily somewhat isolated in consideration

of his illness About 2 oclock Don Q
rose and dressed himself In his ordiinary attire packing his bishops
ume In his valise while he requested

Lalor to be so good as to drag Baallioi
out from under the bed

Take off the gag my dear nephew
gently commanded Don Q feelsure that the senor will understandthat at a word or cry my sword will
pierce his throat

Don Basilio replied by a rumble ofi
terrible curses

If you are not Satan who are you
Basilio humped his shoulders andlooked sidewise at Don Q

You desire to hear Then I will
tell you my name
to the others ear and whispered something

Lalor saw a look of stupefaction andincredulity pass purpleface
It is impossible he snarled
I am also known to a few intimatesas Don Q added the chief suavely
Don Q Why you

my message-
It brought me here replied Don Q

I came to look upon the man who mis
took me for a traitor

But you are
Sequestrador True Of the noblestrank of brigand But it isjjpw yfljir

turn to reply to questions
And so the trial opened Don Q

proved himself a past master in cross
examination and in an hour the plot
against the throne of Spain was laidbare in all its atrocity

And now senor I have heardenough Don Q spoke slowly I will
not kill you like a dog although you
have earned such a death I will give
you a chance of life I have told
my name You are the onlv
ing who knows It Twice before slncft
I took to the mountains have I re-
vealed that old name of mine and In
neither case did the hearer lure an
hour after Take this pistol nephew
and unloose his bonds If he attempts-
to escape blow out his brains

Don Q handed the revolver to L Ior
Then from a corner of the room h
brought out two duelling rapiers and
courteously begged Don Basilio to make
choice of one

We will fight senor YOU for your
life I for my name liffla
space In the the
dear nephew I am about to honor this
animal running him through thebody

The swords crossed and Lalor had
another of his many surprises when hq
saw how Don Q handled his
He was as quick as a fencing master
and his style though that of a bygone
day left nothing to be desired

For the queen cried Don Q as ha
pierced his antagonists arm

Don Basilio stung with the pain
made a fierce onslaught and Don Q
holding his sword straightly passed itthrough the fleshy body sub
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Don Q cleaned both rapiers with
some care on the sheets then looking
down upon the dead man he said
softly

Through the heart That Is the end
of a very dirty scoundrel

Lalor stood silent staring across thecorpse at the terrible chief
We had better be going said Don

Q after a musing pause but first I
would arrange that our friend shall be
In a position to greet her majesty frommy balcony when she passes in the
morning

With a strength of which the young
man would not have believed him cap
able Don Q bent down and raisins
the body placed ItIn a chair Then
helped by Lalor he bound it In a sit-
ting posture and carried the chair Into
the balcony outside their window which
overlooked a main street through
which the procession was to pass

A few moments later they had
reached the street and hurried along
It Before turning the corner Lalor
stopped to look back Over the edge
of the balcony with its flapping drap-
eries was visible the great blank face
of the Carlist sustained there on his
high seat of mockery to do honor to
her between whom and himself had
lain the sword of Don Q

Lalor stopped at the door of the car-
riage which was awaiting the brigand-
In a narrow old lane

How about our bargain now
senor he questioned

Don Q took his foot from the step
bowed punctiliously to the young fel
low and answered

You are free Senor Lalor Your
ransom is remitted for the good serv-
ice you have rendered to her majesty
and to me I thank you In her flame
and my own What do you now desire
to do

I cannot return to
easily Lalbr said in a dubious tone

Not yet I am afraid senor
And if I remain here I shall be put

into prison
Then obviously you must return

with me to the mountains I have con-
ceived a liking for you senor such
is rare with me Your companionship-
will be a boon to a lonely man Beside
I need a lieutenant in my band

There was nothing for it but to agree
to go with Q at least for
ent Lalor thanked the chief
drove away together

Englandvery

AS

Bon thepres
and thai

J

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬


